6o        SILVER  AND SHEFFIELD   PLATE
silver and copper, did not split apart in the passage of
the plate through the rolls. Boulsover made some
experiments and eventually perfected a method of
producing a sheet of silver, welded by fusion to a plate
of copper. Sixty years later his successors went one
better and rolled the copper with silver on both sides,
The way the job was done and how the product was
utilised is Cully described in Chapter IV,
Out of this invention, which was fully developed
by Joseph Hancock, an assistant of Boulsover, there
grew up aix entirely new industry, which provided the
middle class with warts that were far in advance of
pewter in the matter of durability, and comparable
with silver in. beauty, style and finish* Sheffield plate
was made in lar^e quantities for wore than a hundred
years, not only in the city when* it was invented, but
extensively in Birmingham, where Mat hew Koulton,
among others, took up its manufacture, and in London
and Nottingham.
In i&jo plating a base metal, usually an alloy of
nickel, by electro-deposition was discovered by a
Doctor Wright and the process was the subject of a
patent secured by the Klkmgtons of Birmingham*
Before many years had elapsed, the old industry had
been beaten by Its rival on the score of cost, of pro*
duction. It is a happy circumstance that towards the
end of the eighteenth century, when the trade had
assumed large proportions, the manufacturers began
to publish trade catalogues, partly to develop their
business with continental distributors of the wares
they manufactured* At the Victoria and Albert
Museum at South Kensington six of these catalogues
have been preserved, and can be consulted by the